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Right Hon. the LORD MAYOR; 


And COMMONS of te CITY 
of LON PDO N. 


_"GenTLEMES, 


HEN with a Diſintereftedne/s and Public Spirit, which 
 evould have done Honour to the moſt noble Characters in 
the moſt virtuous and public-ſpirited Times, you lately petitioned 
the three Branches of the Legiſlature not to put the Babe or 
SLAVERY on your Fellow Subjefts by. the Extenſion of the Ex- 
_ crsz Laws, every true Lower of Liberty was filled with the 
greateſt Ventration, and the warmeſt Gratitude towards you. But 
the glorious Light you then appeared in, was too bright not to 
raiſe the Envy and Malevolence of Jome : They therefore with In- 
' duſtry propagated, that you had atted againſt the Conflitution in 
eee his Majefly ; and ſome, if I am informed aright, ⁊ubo 


ought to have known the C onſtitution better, talked in very high 


Terms. It is a Matter not only of Surprize,; byt of Concern, 


that the People in general ſpould be ſo little acquamted with be 


Conſtitution, that they ſhould, as too many did, full in with this 


dangerous, unconſtitutional, and indeed, abſurd Notion. The re- 


printing therefore of this excellent Piece of the celebrated DAK iEI. 


Drok, (who ſeems to have under ſtood as well as any Man the | 


fiyil Conflitution of the Kingdom } wwhereii the Nature of our 


Conſtitution is ſet in the cleareſt Light jen A evident Pri weiples, - 


and the Original Power of the CollRive Body of the People, aj- 


erted, ſeemed to be altogether ſafifonable, and fitting. In this 
Piece, Gentlemen, is proved, a ſuch Reaſon that cannot be 


_ gain/ayed, that your 92 "King afier you bad failas f 
our Petition to the Two other: 


4 
» > 


truly CONSTITUTIONAL, ra. 


ranches of the Legiſlature, was 


(iv) 
The Defegn of penn this Piece is to Reeþ alive the Origi» 


nal Right of the People, hat no falſ⸗ Reaſonings, nor any art- 
ful Infinuations may ever extinguiſh it. It is therefore with Pro- 
priety- addreſſed to that Body of Men which has always ftood, like 


Moss, in the Gap, againſt all Encroachments' on the Liberties of 


the People; and io which. the Nation hitherto owes its Freedom 
and Proſperity. Your late Proceedings, Gentlemen, ſhew that you 


fill preſerve that Independency, that ſpirited Firmneſs, that juſt 
and unbiaſſed Ręſolue, which are the true Supports of Liberty. 


With an entire Veneration of your Conduct, I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


A Fellow CITIZEN, 


453 
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| 77 8 not vhs Ea of the Extraordinaries of Your. Majeſty's. 
4 Charater, That ut Vn are King of Your People, fo Tou 
are the People's King. VV 
This Title, as it is the moſt Glorious, ſo is it the moſt Indiſputa· 
ble in the World. / oat of Þ vnbs 
Cod himſelf appointed, the Prophet r laut the Po- 
þle's FA awas the finiſhing the Royal Authority of the firft King 
1 Majefly, among all the Bleſſings of your po has re- 
feored this, as the beſt of all our Enjoyments, the full Liberty of 
Original Right in its Actings and Exerciſe, © © 
Fermer Reigns have invaded it, aud the laft thought it totally 
Suppreft, but as Liberty revived under Your Majeſty's juft Autho« 
rity, this was the firſt Flower fhe brought forth. © 
' The Author of theſe Sheets humbly hopes, That aubat Your Ma- a 
 Jeſty has Jo glorioufly reſtored, what our Laws and Conſtitution, 
have declared and ſetiled, and what Truth and Juſtice openly ap- 


pears for, he may be allowed to vindicate. 1 
* Your Majeſty knows too well the Nature of Government, to 
think it at all the leſs honourable, or the more precarious, for be- 
ing devolved from, and centered in the Conſent of your People. 
ye Pretence of Patriarchal Authority, had it really an un- 
interrupted Succeſſion, can never Be * againſt the demon- 
Arated Practice of all Nations; but being alſo diveſted of tha. 
chief Support it might have. had, if that Succeſſion could have - 
been proved: The Authority of Governors, Jure Divino, has 
2 ignominiouſly to the Ground, as @ prepoſterous and inconſiſtent 
Forgery. „ 3 Cas eee e 15 
Ind et, if Vox Populi be, as tit generally allowed, Vox 
Dei, Tour Majeſty's Right to theſe Kingdoms Jure Divino, is 
more plain than any of Your Predecgſſrr. 
How happy are theſe Nations, after all the Oppreſſions and 
Tyranny of Arbitrary Rulers, to obtain a King who rei = 
the untver/al Voice of the People, and has the greateſt Share in 
Fa, ver, n Prince jg, Lan Elizabeth 
7 why excepted. = e 


* 


8 ) 


King WILLIAM the Third. 
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And how vain are the Attempts of 4 Neighbouring Prince, to, 
qurſe up a contemptible Impoſture, upon the Pretence of form-. 


ing a Claim on the Foundation of but a pretended: Succeſſion, a- 


gainſt the Conſent of the general Suffrape of the Nation. 
: To what Purge fall 77 the Fee 2 Legitimacy be, ſup- 
poling it could be made out, when the univerſal Voice ef the 
People already expreſſed. in enacted Laws, ſhall, anſaver, We will. 
t have this Man to reign over unis. 
May this Affection of Your 'Subjefs continue to the lateſt Hour 
ef Tour. Lift, and may Your Satisfaftion be ſuch as may convince 
the World, That the chiefeſt Felicity of a Crown conſiſts in 
the Affections, as the firſt Authority of it derives from the 
Conſent of the People. ak e e toe av} 
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To the LORDS Spiritual and Temporal, and 
the COMMONS of ENGLAND. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


THE indication of the Original Right of all Men to the... 
; 5 themſelves, is ſo far from a Derogation from, 


that it is a Confirmation of legal Authority, 


Tur Lordſhips, who are of the Nobility, have your Original 
Bis 7, your Titles and Dignities from the Greatneſs of your Shares. 


in the Freeholds of the Nation : I, Merit has raiſed any of your 
Anceſtors to diſtinguiſhing Honours, or, if the Royal Favour of 
Princes has dipnified Families, it has always been thought fit to be- 
flow, or to enable them to purchaſe à Portion of the Freehold f 
England zo be, annexed to the ſaid Titles, to make ſuch Dignities | 
zational, as well as to ſupport the Succeſſion of Honour, © © 
From hence you are veſted with tos In Judicature, as being 
the propereſt to be truſted with the Diſtribution of Fuſtice in that 
Country, of which you wwere ſuppoſed to have, and once had, the. 
principal Property. %%% (( WO „ 
From hence you fit in Parliament as a Branch of our Conffitu- 
ion, being Part of the Collective Body, regen no Body but. 
yourſelves; and, as a Teſtimony that the Original of all*Power 
centers in the Whole. ok | | 5 


be reſt of the Freeholders have originally a Right to fat there | 
2th you, but being too numerous a Body, they have long fince 


agreed, 


{ vii) 1 
Reed, that whenever the King thinks fit to adviſe with Bir Pers. 
ple, they will chuſe a certain few out of their great Body to meth * 

together with your Lordſhips. © . 

Here, in ſbort, is the Original of Parliaments, and here, if 

Power at any Time meets with a Ceſs, if Government and Thrones 
become vacant, to this Original all Power of Courſe returns. 

This is the happy Center in the great Circle of Politick Order. 
From hence at the late Revolution, when the King deſerted the. 

Adminiſtration, and his preſent Majefly was in Arms in England, 

Nature directed the People to have Recour/e to your Lordſhipsz 

and to defire your Appearance as the Heads of the great Collective 

Bay; and all the Champions for 'the great Arguments of Divind 

Right could not in that Exigence have Recourſe to one Precedent, 

nr to one Rule of Proceeding, but what Nature would have dic: 

tated to the meaneſt Fudgment, viz. That the Nation being left 
without a Governor, the Proprietors ſhould meet to conſider 
of another. 7 ͤ oh wy {9 Y 9ES 

And you, Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, who arb 

rhe Repreſentatives of your Country, you are this great Collectius 

Body in Miniature, you are an Abridgement of the many Volumes 

F the Engliſh Nation. e ee 

To you they have truſted jointly with the King and the Lordn, 
the Power of making Laws, raifing T axes, and impeaching Cri- 
mminals : But how? *Tis in the Name of all the Commons of 

England, who/e Repreſentatives you are. e 

All your Power is your i, as you are à full and free Repręſen- 
rative. I no where attempt to prove what Powers you have 
not, poſſibly the Extent of your legal Authority was never fully 
underſtood, nor have you ever thought fit to explain it. But this 

A may be bold to advance, that whatever Powers you have, of 
may have, you cannot exerciſe but in the Name of the Commons 
of 8 _ and you enjoy them as their Repreſentatives, and 
for hein Uſe. | 55 8 : 

* All this is gy to en Far Aathority : Nor can it be th” 

Intereſt of any Engliſh Freeholder 7% ger the Authority of thi 

Commons e d in Parliament. 9 5 | : 

You are the Conſervators of our Liberties, the Expafitors of our 

Laws, the Levyers of our Taxes, and the Reareſſers of our 
Grievances, the King's beſt Counſellors, and the People's laſt R.. 

Jb.. | RB fg ute 88 85 

. But if you are diſſolved, for you are not immortal; or if you 

are deceived, for you are not infallible; *twas never yet ſuppoſed; 

till ery lately, that all Power dies with you. 1 
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— but the Prople remain ; yiu clay be diffbont, aut 
all immediate Right may ceaſe; Power may have its Intervals, 
and Crowns their Interregnum; but Original Poauer endures to 
the ſame Eternity the World endures to : And while there is Peo- 
ple, there may 4 a legal Authority delegated,. the all Succeſſion of 


Subſtituted Power were at an End. 


Nor have I advanced any new Doctrine, nothing but what ts 
as ancient as Nature, and born into the World with our Reaſon : 
And I think it would be a Sin againſt the Parliament of Eng- 
land, to /ugge/? that they would be offended either auith the Docs 
trine or with the Author, fince tis what their own Authority is 
built upon, and what the Laws of England have given their 
ent unto by confirming the Acts of the laſt Collective Body of 
the People, from whence the preſent Settlement of the "Nation does 


Wherefore I make no Apology for Protection or Favour as to 


the Fat; as to Language 1 am ready to aſt Pardon if I offend, 


declaring my Intention is neither for nor againſt either Perſon or 
Party, As there is but One Intereſt in the Nation, I awijh there 


at but One Party, and that Party would adhere to unbiaſed 


Juſtice, and purſue the Honour and Intereſt of the Proteſtant Re- 
Elea, and the Engliſn Libert 7. MPI, 
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Have obſerved, when Intereſt obliges any Perſon. or 
Party to defend the Cauſe they have eſpouſed, they 
F488 1 51 "of » > M 56 ie . 4 
A pleaſe themſelves, with. fancying they conceal their 
private Deſigns, by covering their Piſcourſes with. gay 


„FFF ˙ rages WOT TatS. jt; $a. non WORST 
Thus ſome Gentlemen place fine ſpecious Titles on their 
Books, as Jura 1 Joo Anglicani, A Vindication f the Rights: 
of the Commons of England, and a Vindication of the\ Rights 
of the Lords, and the like; and with large and high Enco- 
miums wpon the 15 4 of our Conſtitution, treat the 
Levity of the People's Judgments with fine Notions; where 
as the true End and Dales 1s defending the Intereſt and 
Party-they-have elpouſed., wre, 
The Defence of the Rights of the Repreſentative Body 
of the People, underſtood by the Name: of the Commons 
of England in Parliament, 7s a great Point; and ſo plain are 
their Rights, that tis no extraordinary Taſk to defend them: 
But for any Man to advance, that they are ſo auguſt an 
Aſſembly, that no Objection ought to be made to their Ac- 
tion, nor no Reflection upon their Conduct, tho? the Fact 
be true; and that it is not to be examined whether the 


(2 3. 
Thing ſaid be true, but what Authority the Perſon ſpeale- 
1 _ to ſay it, is a Doctrine wholly ntw, and ſeems to be 
e of more Slavery to our own Repreſentative than 
over ws of People of England owes them, or than ever they 
themſelves expected. 
This wha ore, together with ſome Invaſions of the Peo- 
ple's Rights made public by ſeveral Modern Authors, are 
The Reasons why I have adventur'd, Being wholly di ;fentereſted 
and unconcerned "ther for Perſons or Partits, to make a ſhort 
Eſſay at declaring the Rights of the Fegple of England, not 
Repreſentatively but Collectively conſidered. 
And with due Deference to the Repreſentative Body of 
the Nation, I hope I may ſay, it can be no Diminution of 
their Rights, to aſſert the Rights of that Body from whom 
they derive the Powers and Pri ivile, es of their Houſe, and 
which are the very Foundation of their Being. For if the 
original Right of the People be overthrown, the Power of 
e Re e Repreſentative, which is ſubſequent- and ſubordinate, 
| die of itſelf; 8 
And becanſe I have to do father with Reaſon ard the 
Nature of the Thing, than with Laws and Precedents, 1 
ſhall make but very ittle Uſe of Authors, and Quotations 
of Statutes, ſince Fundamentals and Principles a are * 
to Laws or Examples. 0 
To come directiy to what I deſign in the Fe pa- 
pers, 'tis neceflary to lay down ſome Maxims, other than 
_ whata late? Aut! or has furniſhed us with. : 
1. Salus Populi fuprema Lex, all Government, and coals 
quently our whole Conſtitution, was' ori inally deſigned, 
and is maintained for the Support of he cople's Proper 1 
who are the Governed. 4 
2. That all the Members of Government, whether Kin 2 
Lords or Commons,” if they invert the great End of 39 
Inſtitution, the cre ; ceaſe to be in the ſame WE PAP 


CO” 10% Au! 1 Et 
| Ard i Por a. retreats t yah ebe, 
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100 | That no Collefive or Re preſentative Body. of Ma" 
whatſoever,” in Matters of Politics 99 more e e 
| art or ever have been infallible. NY OE Wy * vp 
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That Reaſon is the Teſt and Touch-Hone of Lins, 


1 that all Law or Power that is contradictory to Res- 


| ſon, is % Fafto void in * and ought not to be 9 


— 


by the other Powers not concurring, ac- 


beyed. 
_ Theſe four Generals run chrouph the whole following 
Diſcourſe, 
t Ep other Maxims lefs general are the Conſequence of 
A 
Firf, That ſuch Laws as are agreeable to Reaſon ad 
Juſtice being once made, are binding both to King, Lords 
and Commons, either ſeparately, or conjunctively, ull ey 
are actually repealed in due Form. 
That if either of the three Powers do difpenſe with; Caf 


pend, or otherwiſe break any of the known Laws ſo made, 


they injure the Conſtitution; and the 
Power ſo acting ought to be reſtrained 22 ofa 4 


cording to what is lately allowed, Th 9 
every ranch N is defigned a a Check or each « 0 
ther. | 
But if all the three Powers thould j join in ſuch an irregu- 
lar Action, the Conſtitution ſuffers 2 Convulice, dies, and 


is diſſolved of Courſe. 


tution, the King, Lords an 
Parties Ne In this Regard each Branch may wrong! 


- 1 they are made to govern. 


Degree, in impriſoning the Subjects, diſpenſing with the 


Nor does it ſuffice to fay, That King g. "Lal and; * 


2 mons can do no Wrong, fince the mutual Conjent of Parties, 
on which that fooliſh Maxim is grounded, does not extend 
to every Action King, Lords and Commons are capable of 


doin 
Ire ate are Laws which reſpelt the common Rights of the 


People, as they are the Parties to be Governed, and with 


Reſpect to theſe the 3 do no Wrong, but all is lad 
upon his Miniſters Who are accountable, | 
And there are Laws which particularly reſpeR the Confti- 
1 Commons, as they are the 


and oppreſs the other, or altogether, WAY do W 1 the 
The Commons may extend their Power to an 3 


Habeas Corpus AQ, giving unlimited Power to their Ser- 
geant to oppreſs the People in his Cuſtody, withholdin 
Writs of Election from Boroughs and Towns, and fey 
other Ways; which, if they are not checked either 0 


1 by 
King, or the Lords, they gre altogether Parties to the Wi rongy 
and the Subject is apparently injured.  . A 


* 


The Lords may err in Judicature, and deny Juſtice WI» - 


the Commons, or delay it upon Punctilio's and ſtudięd 
Occaſions, and if neither the King nor the Commons take 


Care to prevent it, Delinquents are excuſed and Crimi- 
nals encouraged, and all are guilty of the Breach of common 
TTW re ras: 33 ; 

That to prevent this, it is abſolutely neceſſary that in 
Matters of Diſpute the fingle Power ſhould. be governed by 


the joint, and that nothing ſhould ſo be inſiſted upon as 
to break the Correſpondence. 5 W og 
_ That. the three ſhould be directed by the Law; and where 
that is ſilent, by Reaſon. - FE tet ay; 


That every Perſon concerned in the Law is in his Mea- 
ſure a judge of the Reaſon, and therefore in his pro- 


— , - 


- 


per Place ought 70 be allowed to give hit Reaſon in Caſe of 


Diffent. US 7 e 
That every ſingle Power has an abſolute Negative upon 


the Acts of the other; and if the People, who are without 


Doors find Reaſon to object, they may a it by Petition. 


But becauſe under Pretence of Petitioning, ſeditious and 


turbulent People may foment Diſturbances, Tumults, and 
Diſorders : The Subjects Right of petitioning being yet re- 
cognized and preſerved, the Circumſtances of ſuch Petitions 
are regulated by Laws, as to the Number and Qualities of 


the Perſons petitioning, 


But the Laws have no where preſcribed the Petitioners 


to any Form of Words, and therefore no Pretence of Inde- 
cency of Expreſſion can be fo criminal as to be deſtructive 


of the Conſtitution ; becauſe, tho! it may deſerve the Re- 


ſentment of the Petitioned, yet it is not an illegal Act, nor 


a Breach of any Law. 


And yet the Repreſentative Body of the People ou ht not 
r, 8 111 and Plea- 
ſure of any private Perſon without Doors, who finds Cauſe 


to be bantered or affronted neither, at the 


to JOS them. | 


ut if any Expreſſion be offenſive to the Houſe, it ſeems 
reaſonable that the Perſons who are concerned therein ſhould 
be required to explain themſelves; and if upon ſuch Ex- 
planation the Houſe find no Satisfaction as to the particular 
Affront, they are at Liberty to proceed as the Law diretts ; 


but no otherwiſe. 


05 ö | N 
„ ace A. 
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| 5 

And to me, the Silence of the Law in that Caſe ſeems 
to imply, that rJjeftipg the Petition is a Contempt due to 
any Indecency of that Nature, and as much Reſentment as 
the Nature of the Thing requires: But as to breaking in 
upon perſonal Liberty, Which is a Thing the Law 18s fo 
tender of, and has made ſo ſtrong a Fence about, I dare not 
affirm *tis a juſtifiable Procedure; no, not in the Houſe of 
// > C5 . * 85 
It is alledged, that it has been practiſed by Parliamentsz 
which is to me far from an Argument to proye the Legality 

„ 3 1 
I think it may paſs for a Maxim, that a Man cannot be 
legally puniſhed for a Crime which there is no Law to pro- 


ſecute. Now fince there is no Law to proſecute a Man for 


Indecency of Expreſſion in a Petition to the Houſe of Com- 


mons, it remains a Doubt with me how they can be legally 


puniſhed. „„ 1 7 
Precedents are of Uſe to the Houſes of Parliament where 
the Laws are ſilent in Things relating to themſelves, and 
are doubtleſs a ſufficient Authority to act from. But whe- 
ther any Precedent, Uſage or Cuſtom, of any Body of Men 
whatever, can make a Thing lawful which the Laws have 
expreſly forbid, remains a Doubt with m. 


* ab 


fit, at one Time or another, to clear up the Point of the: 
Authority of the Houſe of Commons, in Caſe of impriſon- 
ing ſuch as are not of their Houſe, that having the Matter 
ſtated by thoſe who are the only Expoſitors of our Laws, we 
might be troubled with no more Legion Libels, to tell them 
what is, or is not, legal in their Proceedings 
The Good of the People governed is the End of all 


It were to be wiſhed ſome of our Parliaments would think 


vernment, and the Reaſon and Original of Governors; and | 
upon this Foundation it is, that it has been the Practice 


of all Nations, and of this in particular, that if the Mal- 
Adminiſtration of Governors have extended to Tyranny and 


Oppreſſion, to Deſtruction of Right and Juſtice, overthrow- 
ing the Conſtitution, and abuſing the People, the People 


have thought it lawful to reaſſume the Wan of Govern- 
ment in their own Hands, and to reduce 


* 1 F BO 
The preſent happy reſtoring of our Liberty and Conftitu- 
tion is owing to this Fundamental Maxim. 8 


9 


8 5 
* 63 
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© That Kings, evhen they d fend to FINN 
Bie the e Bond, and leave the Sale free. 


1 the re are e juſtifiable i in this 8 againſt the 


Ring, I hope I ſhall not be cenſured if I ſay, Thar if any 


ene ſhould aſt me, whether they had not the fame Re 'ght in the 


" Caſes, againſt any of the three Heads of the oem, 1 


dare not anſwer in the Negative. 
I may be allowed to fp pofe any Thing which is poſlible; 
and I will therefore venture to ſuppoſe, That in the late 


King's Reign the Houſe of Commons, then ſitting, had 


voted the Reſtoration of Popery in England, in Compliance 


with the King's Inclination. 


J doubt not but it had been lawful for the Grand Jie 
Juſtices of the Peace, and Freeholgers of any County, or of eve- 


Iy County, to have petitioned the Houſe of Commons not 


to proceed in giving up their Religion and Laws. 

And in Caf: of Refuſal there, they might Petition the 
Houſe of Lords not to have paſſed ſuch a Ball. 

And in Cafe of Refuſal there they might petition the 


King, and put him in Mind of his Coronation Engage- 


$7. > 


Ment. We 
And in Cafe of Refuſal to that Petition, they might peti- 
yon the King again to diſſolve the Parliament, or enn 


to protect their Liberties and e 


And if all theſe peaceable App ications Clad: E- doubt 
not but they might aſſociate for their mutual Defence againſt 
any Invaſion of their Liberties and Religion, and apply 
themſelves to any neighbouring Power or Potentate for Af. 
ſiſtance and Protection. 57 

If this be not true, I can give but a gender Ame: 
of our late Revolution; which, nevertheleſs, I think to 
be founded upon the exact Principles. of Reaſon and Juſ- 


uce. 
Nor will the Pretence of Indecency, of Repreſſion be | 


any- Argument to bar the Subject of his Right of peti- 
EY or ply the ill Treatment of 1 Feution· 


* 


44 Ihen #here i; Od to debits concerning \ theſe a; 


« Peoavers of King, Lords and Commons, wwe muſt not argue like 


« Lavyers in Wekminiter-Hall, from the narrow Foundation 


6c ＋ 


£5) | 
it of private Cauſes of Meum and Tuum; but like Stateſntn 
& and Senators, from the large and noble Foundation of Govert= 


„ ment, and the general Good of the King and People.) . | 
Nor would it be an Argument in the ſuppoſed Caſe I am ; 


upon, for any Body to ſay, That the Occaſion muſt consern 5 
that Part of the Country from whence ſuch Petition 1 4 
brought: For the introducing of Popery would certainly. 


concern every County of England. „ 
And ſuppoſe again, the People thought themſelves in 
Danger of an Invaſion from France, and thereupon tie 
Counties of Kent and Syſex ſhould have petitioned the 
Houſe to take them into Conſideration; who, in ſuch Caſe, 
were like to be the Seat of the War, and firſt expoſed to 
the Enemy; Would any Body ſay; the Occaſion did net 
ariſe in the County from whence ſuch Petition did pre- 
In this D vetgſal Right of ibe People conſiſts dur general 
Safety : For notwithſtanding all the Beauty of our ,Conſti= 
tution; and the exact Symmetry of its Parts, about Which 
ſome have been ſo very elegant, this noble well-contrived Sie. 
tem has been overwhelmed 3 the Government has been inverts _ 
ed, the People's Liberties have been trampled on, and Pars 
liaments have been rendered uſeleſs and-inſignificant i And 
zvbat has reſtored us? The laſt Reſort has been to the Peg- 
— 3 Vox Dei has been found there, not in the Repreſentati ves, 
ut in their Original the Repreſented 2" 
And what has been the Engine that has led the Nation to 
it? the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing. Reaſon governs 
Men when they are Maſters of their Senſes, as naturally as 
Fire flies upwards, or Water deſcenddss. 
For what is it that King, Lords, and Commons aſſem | 
ble? It is to reaſon together concerning the weighty Mat=" 
ters of the State, and to act and do for the Good of the. 
People, what ſhall be agreeable to Reaſon and juſtice. 
I grant tis reaſenable that every Branch ſhould be veſt- 
5 ee Powers, and thoſe Powers be equally” diſtri- 
But if they muſt be veſted with Power, ſome Body muſt | 
veſt them with it: If theſe Powers muſt be diſtributed; ſome © 


8. * *; * 


* 


ͤ)—— Power privy 20. the, Power (of King, 


de, and Commons, from Which; as the Streams from 
| 5 : the 


8 DID . * oo I. 
- 1 lis s rl L's #44 b He 5 » a 1 3, 74 4 
the Fountain, the Power of King, Lords, and Commons, is 


derived. ieee e AN 13. ned. 
And what are all the different Terms which Stateſmen 


. 4 4 


turn ſo often into fine Words to ſerve their Ends; as Rea- 
for of” State, Public Good, the Commonwealth, the Engliſh 


onftitution, the Government, the Laws. of England, the Li- 
berties of England, the Fleets, the Armies, the Militia, of Eng- 
land, the Trade, the Manufactures of England? All are but 
ſeveral Terms drawn from and reducible to the great Term, 
the People of England. That's the General that contains all 
the Particulars, and which had all Power before" any , the * 


Particulars had a Being. And from this Conſideration it is, 


that ſome Who yet would be Oppoſers of this Doctrine ſay, 
When it ſerves their Turn, that all the great Offices which 
have the Title of England annexed to them, ought to be 
nominated and approved by the People of England, as the 
ligh, Chancellor of England, High Admiral of England, 
That Power which is Original, is Superior; Ged is, ch. 
Fountain of all Poauer, and therefore it the N And 
if we could ſuppoſe a Prior and Original of the Divine 
Power, that Original would. be God, and be Superior; for 
all ſubſequent Power muſt be ſubject and inferior to the 
C EY #5. Ladd r 


The Power veſted in the three Heads of our Conſti- 


4 4 


tution, is veſted in them by the People of England, Who 


tution. 


were a People before there was, ſuch a Thing as a Conſti- 


4 i 


T 73 r ORE hbds 55 ee ow 31 7 9 34 
And the Nature of the 7; hing is the. Reaſon the I hing 


Tt aba, weſted in them by the People, becauſe. the People were. the | 
only Original of their: Power, being the only Power prior tothe 


157 einen 7JJCCCCCCCCFFFVTVTCVVCCC © Ab bac: $a 
For the public Good of the People, a Conſtitution and 
Government was originally formed; from the mutual Con- 
ſent of theſe People the Powers and Authorities of this 
Conſtitution are derived: And for the Preſeryation of this. 
Conſtitution, and enabling it to anſwer the Ends of its 
Inſtitution in the beſt Manner poſſible, thoſe Powers were 
divided. ee e , LENT 
The ſecond Maxim is a rational natural Conſequence of 
the former, That at the inal, Caſual, or any other Determi- | 
BL SSCL PRO L 5 WS ; 
nation of this Conſtitution, the Powers are. diſſolved, * 


(9) 


all Authority muſt derive 4% nowd from the firſt Fountain, 
176 and Cauſe of all Conſtitutions, the Gowernen. 

Now. it cannot be ſuppoſed this original Fountain ſhould 

give up all its Waters, but that it reſerves a Power of ſup- 

Sing the Stream: Nor hath the Stream a Power to turn 
phi upon the Fountain, and invert its own Original; All 
ſuch Motions are excentric and unnatural. 4 

There muſt always remain a Supreme Power i in the Ori: 

ginal to ſupply, in- Caſe of the Diſſolution of deleyhred 
Power. 

The People of England have delegated all the Executive 
Power in the King, the Legiſlative in the King, Lords, and 
Commons, the Sovereign Judicature in the Lords, the Re- 
mainder is reſerved in themſelves, and not committed, no 

not to their Repreſentatives : All Powers delegated are to 
one great End and Purpoſe, and no other, and that is zh? 

Publ Good. If either, or all the Branches to whom this 
Power is delegated invert the Deſign, the End of their 
Power, the Right they have to that Power ceaſes; and they 
become Tyrants and 4 of a Power N have no 

Right to. Sorter 

The Inſtance has-been viſible as to Tins in our Days; 
and Hiſtory is full of Precedents in all Ages, and in all 
Nations; particularly in Spain, in Lins in Sculdm, in 
France, and in Poland. 

But in England, the late Revolution is a particular m. 
9 ſtance of the Exerciſe of this Power. PLL 

King James, on the Approach of a Neigen Army, and 
che eneral Recourſe of the People to Arms, fled out of 
the Kingdom. What muſt the People of England dot? 

They had no Reaſon to run after him; there was no Body 

© 4 mn a N ſo the Conſtitution was aeg Al- 
olve | 

- > Ws Original af Per, ah People, aſſembled in Con- 

vention to conſider of delegating New Powers for their fu- 

ture Government, and accordingly made a New Settle- 

ment of the Crown, a New Declaration of Rigbt, and a 

New Repreſentative of the People; and what if I ſhould 

; ye they ought to sg A choral a New Sandion 70 all Frectinr 
AUS. * ien 14 . wid, l 541 
It remains to argue from 8 But — Courſe mii 
the ä of England * * _ een per "OG wo 
cng - 
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7 16) 
eiſe the Power entruſted with them to the Ruin of the Colle 
ſtitution ? 

It has been advanced, That every Man muſt ſubmit, and 
not preſume to argue againſt it upon any Suppoſition of 
Miſmanagement. 

I can ſee no Reaſon given to confirm ſuch a Poſition; for 
unleſs we will place the Original of Power in the Perſons 
repreſenting, not in the Perſons repreſented, it cannot be 
made out that there ought to be no Complaint upon the 
Score of their Miſmanagement. 

It is not the Deſign of this Diſcourſe to leſſen the Au- 
therity of Parhament: But all Power muſt centre ſome 


where, If it is in the three Branches of the Conſtitution; 


it is there inherently and originally; or it is there by De- 
{vp ood IF it be. there by Deputation; then there mult 
e a Power deputing, and at 4 be 0 prior; and con- 
ſequently ſuperior to the Deputed, as 
If we will come, off of this; we miſt fly to the old moat 
Refuge of a Power Jute Divine, a Doctrine which the moſt 
famons _ Pretenders to have lived to be aſhamed of, and 


| whoſe Foundation i is ſo weak, that it i is not worth while to 


expoſe it. 

| ſhauld ers hams been very glad; that — the 
perſecting the Defence of the Eugliſb Conltication, the Gen- 
tlemen who have begun ſo well; 3 have gone forward 


to recognize the Power of the People of England, and their 
undoubted ng to judge of the Infractions made in their 


Conſtitution, by either Parties abuſing the particular Powers 
veſted in them; and inverting them, by wrning them a 
gainſt. the People they are defigned to defend. 

That they would Rang ſtated fairly what the People of 
England are to do, if their Repreſentatives ſhall hereafter | 
betray the Liberties or Religion of the People _ are in- 
truſted with the Defence of. 

What by the Laws of Nature and Reaſon is 5 be ex- 
2 and what. by the Laws of our Conſtitution: are al- 

owed... 

To fay, It. caring be ſuppoſed the Houſe of Commons 
can ever betray their Truſt, is a Compliment, no Manu is 
bound to make them, Humanum eft errare. We haue ſeen 
Parliaments err, and do what ſucceeding Parliaments have 
thought fit to undo, Aud as that which hdr been may thy Jo 
that may bs which never has been before, 


wo 


\ 


tal: 


We haye ſeen Parliaments comply with Kings to che 


Þ 


Ruin of the Nation; and we have ſeen Parliaments quar- 


rel with Kings, to the overturning of the Conſtitution, 
diſſolving the Houſe of Lords, and ſupprefling the Monars 


* 


chy. 


ſoners five or fix Times, and always the Parliament com- 
. ²˙ %%% . ng 
We have ſeen that a Parliament of England confirmed the 


Uſurpation of Richard the Third, the greateſt Tyrant and 


moſt bloody Man that ever Fngland brought forth. 


We have ſeen that a Parliament confirmed ey the * 5 
u und 


venth, who really had no Right at all by Succe 
reſcinded all the precedent Parliament had done. 


2 


Afterwards, in Matters of Religion, King Henry the | 


Eighth made a Popiſh Parliament pull down the ay phe? 
of Rome, and ſet up the King's; and afterwards ſuppreſs all 
the religious Houſes in the Nation. His Son pulled up 
Popery by the Roots, and planted the Reformation, fill the 
Parliament complied. Queen Mary re-eſtabliſhed Popery, and 
unravelled both the Reformation of King Edward, and all 
Acts of Church and State relating to her Mother's Divorce, 
and ftill the Parliament conſented. One Parliament voted Queen 
Mary legitimate, and Queen Elizabeth a Baſtard : Another 
2 legitimated Queen Elizabeth, and repudiated 


Queen Mary. Queen Elizabeth undid all her Siſter had done, 
and ſuppreſſed all the Proceedings of Popery ; and lf oe: - 


by Authority of Parliament. 00 
So that this Parliamentary Branch of Power is no more 
_ infallible than the Kin FE 2 


ly. | | 
If then upon the „ of the Laws, and Interrup- 


tion of common Juſtice, the Centre of Power is in the Peo- 


ple, a Fortiori. The People are alſo concerned in every De- > 


gree of ſuch a Subverſion. 
And it is the moſt reaſonable Thing in the World, that 
thoſe who upon a total Subverſion are the Sufferers, and 
have a Right to the Re-eftabliſhment, ſhould have a Right 
to take Cogniſance of any Degree of Invaſion made up- 


Ca oa 


ry <<< ne 


We haye ſeen Parliaments concur ſo with the Fate and 
Fortunes of Princes, as to comply backward and forward, 
in depoſing and reinthroning alternately two Kings as often 
as Victory put Power into their Hands, I mean Henry the 
Sixth, and Edward the Fourth, who were Kings and Pri- 
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on their Right, and which tends to that general Subver- 
fion. 4 . we Tr ; K | a g N a 
It would be Nonſenſe to ſuppoſe, that which has all the 
greater Powers ſhould not have the leſs.  _ | 


"8. * . 


Can the People's Good be the main and only End of Go- 
vernment, and the People's Fower be the laſt Reſort when 
Government is overwhelmed by the Errors of Governors? 

and have theſe People no Right, not ſo much as to be ſenſi- 
ble of the Ruin of their Liberties, till it is abſolutely com- 
pleated ? Twould be ridiculous, | 


The Truth is in right Reaſoning, the firſt Invaſion made 
upon Juſtice, either by the tacit or actual Aﬀent of the 
three Heads of our Conſtitution, is an actual Diſſolution of 
the Conſtitution ; and, for ought I can ſee, the People have 
a Right to diſpoſſeſs the Incumbent, and commit the Truſt 
of Government, de novo, upon that firſt Act. EPs 
But I chuſe rather to put the Argument upon total Sub- 
verſions of Right, Order, and Defence, and I am ſure no 
Body will diſpute it with me there. 5 
And here, if I have any Foreſight, hes an abſolute Secu- 
rity for us againſt that Bug-bear, which ſo many pretend to 
be fr ghted at, a U ommonwealth. n Lp oa LOA 
The Genius of this Nation has always appeared to tend 
to a Monarchy, a legal limited Monarchy, and having had 
in the late Revolution 2 full and uninterrupted Liberty, to 
caſt themſelves into what Form of Government they pleaſ- 
ed: There was not diſcovered the leaſt Inclination in any 
Party towards a Commonwealth, tho? the Treatment they 
met with from their two laſt Kings, had all in it that could 
be, to put them out of Love with Monarchy. N 
A Commonwealth can never be introduced but by ſuch 
Invaſions of Right, as muſt make our conſtituted Govern- 
ment impracticable: The Reaſon is, becauſe Men never 
willingly change for the worſt; and the People of England 
enjoy more Freedom in our Regal, than any People in the 
World can do in a Popular Government. N 
The People of England can never chuſe a Commonwealth 
Government, till they come to deſire leſs Liberty than they 
now enjoy; that is, till they come to be blind to their own 
Intereſt. Tis true, Example is no Argument; but I might 
treely appeal to the Friends of the laſt Republic in England 
Je anſwer this Queſtion, , VF 


3 . Whether 


(13) 
Whether the People of England, during the ſhort Go- 
vernment of Parliament here, which was erroneouſly called 
a Commonwealth, did, or whether they can under any Com- 
monwealth Government, founded never ſo wiſely, enjoy 
greater Privileges and Advantages than under the orefentt 
onſtitution its full and free Exerciſe, 1 : 
the Exceſſes of Kings, evil Counſellors, Parties and: Paſh- 
ons? : . S 2 . : 8 {bas 9 7 | 7 
If any ſhall pretend that the late Parliament is aimed 
at in this, I hope I may have as much Liberty to ſuppoſe 
apy are miſtaken ; for the Days of judging by Innendo are at 
an End. Rs | * ge 
If any Thing ſeems to lie that Way, the Error muſt be 
their's who have ſo mean Thoughts of them, as to think 
the Coat will fit them; / it does they are welcome to wear 
it, For my Part, I declare myſelf to intend only the bring- 
ing Things to ſuch a right Underſtanding, as may preſerve 
the Ballance of Power; and I hope I cannot offend any 
Free Repreſentative of the People of England in ſaying, that 
what Power they have they receive from the People they repre- 
ent, and, That ſome Powers do flill remain auith the * . 
ny they never either  divvefted tbemſelves of, or committed 10 
e 50 e 1 e 
Nor can I be ſenſible of offending, if I ſay, that 715 po 
able for tven a Houſe of Commons to be in the Wrong. Tis poſ- 
fible for a Houſe of Commons to be miſled by Factions and 
Parties. Tis poſſible for them to be bribed by Penſions 
and Places, ad by either of theſe Extreams to betray their 
Truſt, and abuſe the People who entruſt them: And if the 
People ſhould have no Redreſs in ſuch a Caſe, then would 
the Nation be in the Hazard of being ruined by their own 
Repreſentatives. And *tis a Wonder to-find it aſſerted in a 
certain Treatiſe, That it is not to be ſuppoſed that ever the 
Houſe of Commons can injure the People wwho — them. There 
can be no better Way to demonſtrate the Poſſibility of a 
Thing, than by proving that it has been already. 
And we need go no farther back than to the Reign of 


| King Charles the Second, in which we have ſeen Liſts of 


« => may 
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180 Members who received private Penſions from the Court; 
and if any Body ſhall aſk whether that Parliament preſerved 
the Balhnce of Power, in the three Branches of our Conſti- 
tution, in the due Diſtribution ſome have mentioned, 7 am 
net afraid to anfever in the Negative. Cy 4 
e THUS . 8 N | RA 


6144); 
And why, even to this Day, are Gentlemen lo n of 
Kad da 10 r Eſtates to fit in that Houſe, that ten thou- 
{An HR a Hee been, ſpent at a Time to be choſen, and 
5 Way of. 1954 curing. Elections is at an End, 64 
BE riberies, Br eſtine Contrivances are made 
to * into the Fouls, No Man avould give a Groat 5 


qubere he « cannat get 4 Graat honeſtly for fitting , unleſs there 
4005 either Parti es to gratif, n to be made or J. nvereft 10 


4 If thy, med Thing $ Kos ,ofſible, it ſeems to me not ſo 
100 one who o are the Original and End of 
1 fenden, 7 — the main Concern in it, to be 

Way 1 7 that the due Ballance of Power be preſerved; 

geben and, according to Law, always to.ſhew their 

9 De and Reſentment at any public Encroachment, which 

either Branch of the Conſtitution. ſhall make on each other, 

or on 00 whole, be it by their own: Repreſentatives or any; 
where elſe. _ 

"X cannot be. that the Pes * of England, who have fo 
Much Concern. in the good Agreement of their Gaver-. 
nor, can ſee the Two Houſes of Parliament at any Time 
claſh, with one another, or with Fe King, or the King 

with them ; or encroach upon the Rights and Liberties of 
he. 6. Sybjeds, and be unconcerned, and not expreſs their 


t Reden and Juſtice allows, {hat when: all delegated Paw: 
5 il or expire, when Governors devour the eople they 


rote ; and when Parliaments, , ever that unhappy. 
1 00 * 5 pa *. cher ders or, which | 

e corrupted, a ka Mg £0 re- 

ro the TA dent emſelves, who. are; the 8 jr 
* Power, hae, an undoubted. 1 Right to defend their 
Uves, berties, . Proper deen and Laws, againſt 
31] Manner of unden 3 ery, be it Foreign or Do- 
meſtick; the Conſtitution u 1. Bel. ed, and the Laws of Na- 
ture ald Reaſon act of Courſe ee to t the: and 
Alem of Government. | 1 


The Gonerament's ungirt. 12590 * 1 FA | 15 


8 e are.nop. ee 
he Nations all a Mob; there's up ſuch Thing 2 
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pruniſcuvur Cruud ibe Hydra H 1 1 zun 

71 Laaus revive, and mutual Contruti nit. 2 . 
A Chaos free to chuſe for their own S harz. 
bas Ceſe ef Coormnnitnt' they Lee e 
01 75 n King vhey do the Reins cummt, t ban 
Al Men alte bound un Confeienee #6 Ah ., 0 a zen 
Vu chen ubas Ring muſt, by his Oath, he | 
To Poſtulata's of the Government : 49 
1 breaks, te cuts off he anni, 
Aud Poruty wa bar er pad ge — =p 3 
* Hay te jen; Br e en theſe Pape ae u 
muſt thus retreat? And who have the Original Right in m 
Hunds? It an Aululk Ecler be 096 Nig, g 

every one Rig , rb real” Claim of Ponber N 

imperfett : pry on thire can br 45 general Collai ve Be NI | 
of the whole Community, there can 50 no” Ereturibn of 1 
Pbever; and therefore this does not juſtify a few: of that Bo- 
— Name of che wells to en any Part en 
This may by 2 Tho- upon a 2 Diſſolution of Gt. 
vernment all the People colleftively cannot be" enquited of 
as to what they will have done, yet one en vught not Dy 

to interrupt the-whole. - Bon 
I will ſuppoſe a general Difolution of Government 48 
any Country, ſiich as was fern in this' Nation at de last 
Revolution. 852 n 257 GOQe 
The People Ab balin an ert Mob to take the 
Ri t of Government upon — - not to Kb 
to give their perſonal Suffrages'to "Artiche; hut 
they may agree to a Convention — rſons as 
think fit to entruſt, to conſtitute de noi, and may ; 
their pig or Part of it, to ſuch a Convention; and in 
ſuch Caſe a general Concurrence is do de eee unless 

there be a public Diſſent. 2.4455 


Now 5 the general colleive: Bod of ihe! People 


ſhonid not unanimouſly-agree, it is owned d tue Power .copla 
not be univerſally j 8 and there | 4 Diviſion "would 
follow; but in ſuch Caſe, thoſe who diſſented. from fuvh as 


"Agreement muſt declare their Di — Lok 
== SSIS 
Om the er 5 _— , 
do not —_ 2% 0 1 - 
1 ut 


616) 4 
But Guin this Diviſion muſt be before any Members are 
_ delegated by them to convene. 
For Example: 
Su poſe * Frothalilers in . in Ek a Caſe, 
ſhould ſay, We do not approve of your deputing Men to 
meet and conſult of a new Government and Conſtitution, 


we are reſolved to be governed by fach a Man of our own 


Coun 


This Reſolution being againſt no Law, and that Coun- 
try having ſent no Members to repreſent them, and to join 
with the reſt of the Body, they cannot be legally diſturbed 
or puniſhed, or forced to unite with the * of the Na- 
tion. i 

Such a Dividen might be looked. upon as a ; Misfortune 
to the general Body, and , unkind in the Country, or Part 


dividing from the reſt, but in the n of the Tann it 
could not be unjuſt. 


Becauſe an Body of Men are at Liberty; upon the 


Diſſolution of former Contracts, to be governed by ſuch 

"5 and rey and in ſuch Manner as 7 mall think 
8 

vet is there no Fear of ſach- a Diviſion i in a Country ſo 

depending on its ſeveral Parts as this is, becauſe the reſt 


would render them ſo uneaſy, think . would e 
them to comply. 


Note, I do not plank this Right upon the Ane but 
upon the Freebolders The Freeholders are the proper Owners 
of the Country: It is their own, and the other Inhabitants 


are but Sojourners, like Lodgers in a Hquſe, and ought to 
be ſubject to ſuch Laws as the Freeholders impoſe upon 

them, or elſe they muſt remove; becauſe the Freeholders 

having a Right to the Land, the other have no Right to 

live there but upon Sufferande. 

In former Days the Freehold gave a Right of Govern- 

ment to the Freeholder, and Vaſſalage. and Villinage was 
derived from this Right, that every Man who will Iive in 


my Land ſhall be my Servant; if he wont, let him go about 


| wy Buſineſs, and live ſomewhere elſe. 
And tis the ſame ſtill in right Reaſoning. 


© "24 I make no-Qualtits' bet Property of Lend Sertherbet- 
Title to Government in the World; and if the King was 


univerſal Landlord, he m_ * be en * of 


_ Right, 


Y 
22 
- { 


NENT R ð lng. 
And he would be King upon larger Terms, than ever 
any Man was legally King of Eagland; for he would be 


for. Roh n 3%*ͤ .. a PEE COTE EE. ' ; 
Upon this Foot it is that, to this Day, our Law ſuffers. 


Land gave a certain Right of Government £6 the Polleſlor; 


* 


2 ·˙mð 


Right, and the People ſo living on his Lands ought to obey 


im, or go off of his Premiſes. 


And if any fingle Man in England ſhould, at any Time, 


come to be Landlord of the whole Freehold of England; 


he could indeed have no Right to diſpoſſeſs the King, 


till the preſent legal Settlement of the Crown failed, be- 
cauſe it was ſettled by thoſe that had then a Right to ſettle 


1 


of the Shire for every County, and the Sheriff of every 
County muſt return him accordingly... .. 
He would have all the Baronies and Titles of Honour 


which are entailed upon Eſtates devolved upon him, and 


upon any Expiration of the Settlement would be King by 


* 


King by inherent Right of Propert7). 


hen therefore I am ſpeaking o the Right of the Pe 55 , 


ple, I would be underſtood of the Freeholders, for all the f 


other Inhabitants live upon Sufferance, and either are the 
Freeholders Servants, or having Money to. pay Rent live 


upon Conditions, and have no Title to their living in 
gland, other than as Servants, but what they muſt pay 


nbt a I e to purchaſe any of the Freeholds of Eng- 


land: For it a Foreigner might kae, your Neighbours. 
(having Money to ſpare) might come and .buy.you out. . 
your own Country, and take Poſſeſſion by a legal and in- 
Foo lg / RT 


yy 8 
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This Original Right was the firſt Foundation of the ſeve- 


ral Tenures of Land in e ſome held of the Sings. | 
nt 


ſome of the Lord, ſome by Knight Service, Soccage, an 


the like, and ſome were called Freeholds, The Lords of bw 


Manors had their Homages, and their Services from their. 
Tenants, as an Acknowledgment that the Right of the 


over all the Tenants and Inhabitants. 


But he that poſſeſſed tlie lèaſt Freeho 


z * 


Io ago dilakt) 
d; was 48 much 


Lord of himſelf, and of that Freehold, as the greateſt No- 
bleman in the Nation; he * no Homage or Service, 


no, 


s 


But he would immediately be the full Repreſentative of 4 
all the Counties in England, and might ele& himſelf Knight 


— La een 


. (18) 3 

no, not to the King, other than as limited by Laws of 
his own making, hd is, as he was repreſented in Parlia- 
ment. e ee ST 85 
And as a Thing Which will put this Argument out of all 
rien : The Right to Lands, Manors, and Lordſhips, 
was not originally a Right granted by Patents from Kings, 
or Acts of Parliament, but a natural Right of Poſſeſſion 
handed down by Cuſtom, and ancient Uſage, as the Inhe- 
ritance from the ſtill more ancient Poſſeſſors and Preſcrip- 
tion, or Uſage Time out of Mind is, to this Day, allowed 
to be a ſufficient Title in ſeveral Caſes, where Conveyances, . 
Deeds, Charters, and Writings of Eftates are filent, eſpe- 
cially as to Buttings and Boundings of Land, Highways, 


* 


Foot-Paths, Water-Courſes, Bridges, and the lie. 
This Right, as all Right is originally founded upon 
Reaſon :- For it would be highly unreaſonable, that thoſe. 


People who have no Share of the Houſe ſhould live in it 


whether he that built it will or no. No Perſon has any 


t Iive in ee 
longs ; the Freeholders of Exgland have it in Poſſeſſion; 
Bngland is their own, and no Body has apy Thing to do 
% ͤͤ P A ˙ J $2 ne. 
If they permit other People to live here, well and 8998s a 
but no Man but a Freeholder lives here upon any Terms 
bit e Superiorim, And he pays Rept the, his Licence to: 


hive here. 


Thus the Liberties. and Privileges of Towns and Corpo- 
rations, are founded upon Acts of Parliament to confirm 


Charters or Grants from the Crown, by which the Freehol - 


ders give their Conſent that ſuch and ſuch Bodies of Men 
living in ſuch Towns, ſhall enjoy certain Privileges in Con- 
ſideration of their being ſo conſiderably ſerviceable to the 
Nation, by paying Taxes, maintaining the Poor, by Ma- 
nufactures, Trade, and the like, e they are 
not poſſeſſed of any Part of the Freehold, | 
© And *tis obſervable, the King cannot give this Privilege, 
ſo as to enable any of theſe Corporations ta ſend. Tn 
tätives to Parliament. None, but the Freeholders of Eng- 
land (and ſuch Towns in Conjunction) to whom the Free- 
holders have already granted ſuch Privilege, can give a 
Qualification of ſuch e. as is a receiving them into 
an equal State of Privilege with a Freeholder. K 0 L 


* 
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12 255 (19) 
Every Man's Land is his own Property; and tis à Treſ- 
_ paſs in the Law for another Man to come upon his Ground 
without his Conſent. If the Freeholders' ſhould all agree 
That ſuch a Man ſhall not come upon their Land; That 
they will not lett him a Houſe for his Money; That whoſe . 
Land ſoever he ſets his Foot on, the Owner ſhall;indi& him 
for a Treſpaſs, as by Law he may, the Man muſt fly the 
Nation of Courſe, 7 RO OM 3 
Thus the Freeholders having a Right to the Poſſeſſion of 
England, the Reaſon muſt be good that they muſt have 
the ſame Right to the Government of themſelves, that they 
Have to the Government of the reſt of the Inhabitants; 
and that there can be no Legal Power in England, but what 
has Fa Original in the Poſſefſors ; for Property is the Foundation 
10 am not undertaking to find Fault with our Conſtituti- 
on, tho? I do not grant neither, that it is capable of no 
Amendment ; but I woald endeavour to make Way, by re- 
treating to Originals, for every Member to perform its pro- 
per Function, in order to put the general Body into its re- 
gular Motion. . F 
For as in the natural Body, if any Member, either by 
Contraction of the Organ, Diſlocation, or other Accident, 
fails in the Performance of its proper Duty, the Locomo- 
tive Faculty is either interrupted, and the Body diſtorted, 
or at leaſt the Regularity of Natoral Motion is invaded: 80 
in the Body Politick, if one Branch of the general Union 
_ eErrs, and that Error is not corrected, the whole Conſtitution 
ers a Shock, and there is an Infraction of the general 
The Excellency of our Conſtitution conſiſts of the Symme- 
try of Parts, and the Ballance of Power ; and if this Ballance 
be broken, one Part gh too great for the other, and the 
whole is put into Confuſion. o. 
To give ſome Inſtances of this, it will be needful to en- 
ter a little into Hiſtory, and we need not go far to inform 
_ ourſelves, that there has been a Time when the Weakneſs 
of our Conſtitution has appeared. 15 | 


Our Conſtitution, when all the fine Things in the 
World have been faid of it, is not impregnable; when 
Power has been thrown wholly into one Scale, the other 
has always been trampled under Foot, and overthrown by 


; 2 | 
q, it, 2 
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The Regal Power under King Charles the Firſt, over- 


þallanc'd the Lords & Commons, to the invading the Right 


of levying Taxes veſted wholly in the Parliament, and to 


the diſcontinuing Parliaments for 14 Years, and the many 
Convyulſions the Conſtitution felt in that Time, is too me- 
lancholy a Subject to reflect upon. 
The Houſe of Commons in the next Settlement over- 
ballanc'd the Lords, and Power being added to one Side, 


toſs'd the Upper Houſe quite out of the Scale, abſolutely 


annihilated the very Being of the Peers as 4 Houſe, and 
voted them out of the Conſtitution. ,- . 
By the Reſtoration the Conſtitution returned to its Ori- 
ginal, and the Ballance was poiſed again: What Attempts 
have ſince been made to overthrow it, are needleſs to be in- 
ſiſted upon, but the Nature of the Thing leads me to make 
one Remark, That if the King can do no Wrong, nor is 
not puniſhable, or blameable, by our Conſtitution, but the 
Miniſtry, as a late Author has very clearly ſet down, then 


we have acted ſtrangely in the late Revolution; in which 


the King, who muſt be innocent, only ſuffered; and the 
Miniſtry, who muſt be guilty, not only were excuſed, but 
eptrofted and eme. ann) bo hee ra 
Not that I am of ſome People's Opinion neither, who 
think the late King. had hard Meaſure in being depos'd, 
when he was really not accountable, For I preſume 1 
may affirm, That the depoſing King James was founded 


upon his deſerting the Nation, not his Male-Adminiſtrati- 
tion; for had he continued in England, you might poſſibly 


have. ſubdued him, and took. him Priſoner, but there had 


been no Room for tranſpoſing the Crown while he had been 


And ?tis allowed by all, that thoſe Perſons, who adviſed 


him to quit the Kingdom by flying out of it, either wilful- 


ly betrayed him, or very ignorantly gaye him the only 


Council which could compleat his Rin. 
How then it comes to paſs that thoſe evil Miniſters have 
arrived to Impunity for what was paſt, and again to be 


truſted both in the Court, and in the Parliament, with the 


People's Liberties, z5 a Myftery paſt our Reaches. . 
. If I had no Name myſelf, I would ſet down their's; or 


| if I had a Preſs in the Clouds to print their Practices, the 


World ſhould not be ignorant; but fince 'tis not fo, I ſhall 


"Dy: 


J 


— 


- accountable. 
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the Houſe of Commons are the Abridgment; they are the Free- 
holders of England in Miniature; to them all needful Powers 
and Pnvileges are committed, to make them capable of 


acting for the People they repreſent ; and, Extremities ex- 


cepted, they are our laſt Refort : But if they employ thoſe Pri- 


vileges and Powers againſt the People, the Reaſon of thoſe 
Powers is deſtroyed, the. End is inverted, and the Power 


ceaſes of Courſe. _ 3 | 1 
From hence tis reaſonable to give them Inſtructions; and 


tho? they are not conditionally choſen as to their Inſtructi- 
ons, yet they ought in Honour to think themſelves under 
equal Obligation to ſtand by thoſe Inſtructions. | 


n a 


o . 


Inſtructions to Members are like the Power given to an 


7 1 


Arbitrator, in which, tho? he is left fully and freely to act, 


yet tis in Confidence of his Honour that he will think him- 


ſelf bound, by the Directions he receives from the Perſon 


for whom he acts. | 


If an Arbitrator inverts the Deſign of his Principle, he 
deſtroys the End of his Election, and is ſure never to be en- 


J + 8 
The Houſe of Commons are our Sanctuary againſt the Op- 


preſſion of Princes, the Nation's Treaſurers, and the Defen- 


ders of their Liberties; but all theſe Titles ſignify, that at 
the ſame Time they are the Nation's Servants. 


The Houſe f Commons alſo are mortal, as a Houſe; 2 


King may diflolve them, they may die, and be extinQ, 
put the Power of the People has a Kind of Eternity with 


eſpect to Politic Duration: Parliaments may ceaſe, but 


the People remain; for them they were originally made, by 
them they are continued and renewed, from them they re- 


, 
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ceive their Power, and to them in Reaſon they ought to be 


only fay as our Saviour ſaid of -fome Body ele, By abe, 
Works ye ſhall know them, | . 
Still J allow, that of this Power ſo derived from Property, 
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Some diſtinguiſhing Characters of 
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| Firſt. \ /T EN of Senſe; the Houſe.of Commons is not a 


3 Place for Fools; the great Affairs of the State, 
the Welfare of the Kingdom, the public Safety, the Reli- 
gion, Liberties, and Trade, the Wealth and Haar of the 
Nation, are not Things to be debated by Green Heads; the 
Saying we have, That the Houſe of Commons 1s a School 
for Stateſmen, is an Error, in my Opinion; they ſhould be 
all well taught, and thoroughly learned in Matters of the 
higheſt Moment before they come there. ' oo 
There has always been a Sort of Gentlemen in the H—ſe 
who uſed to be called the Dead Weight, who paſs their 
Votes in the Houſe as the poor ignorant Freeholders in the 
Country do, juſt as the Landlord, or the Juſtice, or the Par- 
ſon directs; fo theſe Gentlemen underſtanding very little of 
the Matter, give their Votes juſt as Sir ſuch a one does, let 
it be how it will, or follow ſach a Party, without judging 
of the Matter. 5 „ wag 
Oft all Employments a Fool is the moſt unfit for a Par- 


liament Man, for there is no Manner of Buſineſs for him; 


he is capable of ſaying neither , nor No, but as he is 
lead. „„ „ „ 
I defire to be underſtood here what T mean by a Fool, not 
a Natural, an Idiot, a Ben in the Minories, a Born Fool, no, 
nor a ſilly, ſtupid, downright Blockheaded Fool: But Men 
are Fools, or Wiſe Men, comparatively conſidered with Re- 
ſpect to their ſeveral Capacities, and their ſeveral Employ- 
ments; as he may be a Fool of a Parſon who is a very in- 
genious Artificer ; a Fool of a Clock-Maker, and yet a very 
good Sailor; ſo a Gentleman may be a good Horſe- racer, 
a good Sportſman, a good Swordſman, and yet be a Fool 
of a Parliament - Man, therefore ſo I am to be under- 


ſtood. 2 5266 | Th at 


That he who is capable to ſerve bis Country as a Repre r 
ſentative in Parliament, ought to be a Man of Senſe; hbĩi] 77 
71; a Man of a general Knowledge, and Receptive af he VVV 
general Notions of Things, acquainted with the true Inte- | 3 os 
reſt of his native Country, and the general State of it, a2 

to Trade, Liberties, Laws, and common Circumſtances, ant 
eſpecially of that Part of it for which he ſerves; he oughnlt 
to know how to deliver his Mind with Freedom and Bold- 
nefs, and. pertinent to the Caſe; and he ought to be able to 
_ diſtinguiſh between the different Circumſtances of Things, 
to know when their Liberties are encroached upon, and to 
defend them, and to know how to value a Prince who'is 
faithful to the Liberty and Intereſt of his Country, and to 
diſtinguiſh ſuch a one from thoſe who have made it their 
Buſineſs to oppreſs and invade the Liberties and Properties 
of the People, and betray them and their Intereſt. + 55 
_ 2d. Men of Years; tho” tis confeſſed Wiſdom makes a 
young Man old, yet the Houſe of Commons is not a Houſe 
for Boys; we have ſeen too many young Men in the Houſe, 
and raſh Councils are generally the Effect of young Heads. 
Fools and Boys would do leſs Harm in the Houſe, and 
grow wiſer by being there, were they but allowed to fit, 
and not give their Votes; but while a Boy may do as much 
- Miſchief as a Man, and a Fool as a Man of Senſe, tis hard 
the material Points of the Nation's Happineſs ſhould be 
committed either to young or weak Heads. e 
The Parliament of England is the great Council of the 
Nation, and on their Reſolutions depends the Proſperity 
both of King and People. Now if theſe Councils are com- 
mitted to young Heads, the Proceedings will be ſuitable ; 
as he that ſends a Fool with a Meſſage muſt expect a fooliſh © 
Anſwer; ſo he that ſends a Boy to Market expects to make 
a Child's Bargain, „% Cog . 
3dly. Men of Honeſty. It was formerly ſaid, Chuſe Men of 
Eſtates; the Reaſon was, that they might not be tempted | -_ 
by Places and Penſions from the Court, to ſel! the Nation's 
Liberties; and, indeed, the Caution was good. It was ſup - 
| can that a Man of Eſtate will be cautious what he gives, 
cauſe he is to pay the more of it himſelff. 


But let a Man have but Senſe to know when there is a 
Neceflity to give, and that Senſe backed with Honeſty, if; 
he has not one Groat in Eſtate, he will be as cautions f 
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8 . hould make them ſhy, and backward 9 8 
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„„ an unde were to pay 


. 3 85 1 would not 


e aeg a 21 Ea 5 . 
| . Tet them be Memo Ari M | 
ft to ß in the Houſe af Commons 


* a #5 2 4 PF; + . 8 as 7 ol Be. «$4 10 $4312 


£ * ©» 4%; ůŨg a Cas As * 
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